
STOP 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world byJSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.istor.org/participate-istor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



BOOK REVIEWS. 135 

Die Ethik Pascals. By Lie. Karl Bomhausen. Giessen: 
Verlag von Alfred Topelmaim, 1907. Pp. 171. 

This work is the second in a series of Studien zur Geschichte 
des neueren Protestantisms, the joiat editorship of which is 
in the hands of Dr. H. Hof&nann, of Leipzig, and Doctor 
Zschamack, of Berlin. The place of Pascal in such a series is 
proved, ia Bomhausen 's view, by Pascal's haviug shown "the 
impossibility of the religio-ethical emancipation of the indi- 
vidual soul-life within the sphere of Catholicism" (p. 2). 

Bornhausen begins by setting forth the ethical development 
of Pascal in its three stages, then passes to consider Pascal (1) 
as scientific thinker, (2) as religious iudividualist and (3) as 
a Catholic, after which follows a brief section on "the universal 
character of Pascal's ethics." Bomhausen thinks Pascal, in 
his first stage, got a rather self-contained knowledge of his own 
moral ego, in his second stage developed a sense of need of 
such world view as Christianity affords, and in his third stage 
gained an apprehension of Augustinian Christianity as related 
to the modem spirit and its needs. The modernism of Pascal 
he finds iu his thoroughgoing individualism as well as in his 
scientific method. Pascal remained a strict Catholic in his 
views of the place and function of the reMgious community, 
salvation being for him found only within the church. Our 
author takes Pascal's asceticism to be only a consequence of his 
mystic religiosity, and thinks his mystic-iadividualistic prin- 
ciple passed over into a churchly authoritative one. The un- 
systematic character of Pascal's ethics our author duly notes, 
with their fundamental insistence on the principle of practice. 
Natural and revealed ethics exist for Pascal in such wise that 
anything like a real unity is rendered impossible. Our author's 
view is that Pascal, iu his ethics, represents the Catholic- 
Christian idea of morality, and that, on such lines, his thoughts 
are original, religiously harmonious and strongly modem. He 
takes Pascal's personality to be thoroughly shot through with 
modem individualism and the scientific spirit, Pascal's whole 
aim being to harmonize Catholicism with these. For the phi- 
losophy of religion in its universal aspects, Pascal's thoughts 
are, in our author's view, ineffective, because of their Catholic 
and strongly marked anti-rationalistic character. His service 
lies, more indirectly, in the separation of the knowledge of the 
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tinderstanding from the faith of feeling; in pointiag to re- 
ligion as having a territory of its own within the human soul; 
and in secnring it in its independence by means of his own 
particular religious psychology. 

One of the pleasing features of the present and some other 
recent treatments is the tendency to view Pascal more as an 
ethicist, and less from the pathological or the apologetic points 
of view. Bflmhausen's analysis is excellently done from the 
historical poiht of view, although such a study needs, of course, 
further supplementing from the psychological side. "We cor- 
dially welcome, however, the ethical contribution he has here 
given us, and commend the work to all ethical students inter- 
ested in its theme. The book is enriched with an excellent bibli- 
ography, whose critical estimates seem just and good, at least 
in the main. The work is dedicated to the author's father and 
grandfather. 

James Lindsay. 

Kihnamock, Scotland. 

Sin and Societt. By Edward Alsworth Ross. Boston and 
New York: Houghton, Mifflin & Co., 1907. Pp. 168. 

"Sin and Society," by Edward Alsworth Ross, Ph. D., Pro- 
fessor of Sociology in 'the University of Wisconsin, author of 
"Social Control," "The Foundations of Sociology," etc., is, 
as its sub-title states, "an analysis of latter-day iniquity." A 
letter from President Roosevelt commenting on the book may 
give it added interest with some readers; but the brilliant an- 
alysis of the moral and immoral tendencies of the present social 
life which Professor Ross has here given does not need any 
endorsement to commend it to the thoughtful student of social 
affairs and moral interests. 

The characteristic sins of our time Professor Ross finds to 
be involved in the mutualism of the present life, and to be 
sins of betrayal rather than aggression. He feels that the 
morals of the personal life are improving, partly because of 
the teaching and nurture of past public opinion and partly 
because the conditions of the present life are not propitious to 
their indulgence. But the new order of interdependence gives 
occasion to a far more serious form of sinning. 

The six chapters of this book, which first appeared in The 



